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Background: In the Netherlands and Northern Europe, over 90% of all lower limb amputations 

are performed for the treatment of vascular occlusive disease; about 45% of these lower limb 

amputations are related to diabetes mellitus. About 80% of the patients are over 60 years of age 

and have more or less co-morbidity in vascular, respiratory and neurological disease. The key to 

independence for this group is their walking ability and their ability to move in and around their 

homes. Limited indoor walking ability allows transfers from wheelchair to bed or toilet facilities 

to ensure independence and self-esteem. Limited outdoor walking ability gives the amputee the 

possibility of taking part in social activities in the local community. It includes transfers from 

wheelchair into transport facilities, taking ramps and uneven pavements. Analysis of the 

available mobility instruments in this field is essential to compare results of the rehabilitation 

treatment for this growing group of amputees. A multitude of measurement scales and 

questionnaires are available but they differ in methods and measuring range. 

 

Objectives: A systematic literature review to compare mobility scales used for lower limb 

amputees. 

Criteria for selecting studies for this review: 

 Types of studies: Table 1 

 Types of participants: Table 1 

 Types of interventions: Table 1 

 Types of outcome measures: Table 1 and 2 

Search strategy for identification of studies: A literature search was carried out by 

computerized search of biomedical literature including Medline and Embase. The studies 

included were published between 1978 and 1998. 

Conclusion: A multitude of measurement scales and questionnaires are available for differ in 

methods and measuring range. Measuring mobility by a scale has been shown to have 

limitations. Several authors did extensive research but they all measure only a number of aspects 

of mobility. Consensus about the measurement of mobility of lower limb amputees is not 

available in the recent literature. 
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